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existence. I find the coincidence of the extremes
of Eastern and Western speculation in the daring
statement of the German philosopher, Schelling.
' There is in every man a certain feeling that he has
been what he is from all eternity/ We may put a
new and deeper meaning into the words of the
poet:

* Our deeds follow us from afar ;
And what we have been makes us what we are/ "*

It follows from the above that the good Buddhist
cannot seek for any salvation which he is himself to
enjoy in any future world. The result of his good
actions, the fruit of his Karma, as the Buddhists
would call it, will survive when he is dead, and
advance the happiness of some other being, or of
some other beings, who will have no conscious iden-
tity with himself. But, so far as he can reach salva-
tion, he must reach it in this present world, he must
enjoy it in this present life. The Buddhist books
are constantly insisting upon the foolishness of
wasting time (when there is so much to do, both
for one's self and for others) in any hankering after
a supposed happiness of heaven. And salvation
here is precisely the being delivered from delusions
with regard to individuality, in which the ordinary
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